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The Introduction: 


Ince the Penal Laws touching Matters of Meer- 
g Religion, that ſo long bave been the Ethcient- 
h Caule, are now become the Subject Matter - 

of Debate througbout the Nation ; Whilſt perbaps, 


ſcarce one in Ten of the Eager Contenders truly knows 


what theſe Penal Laws and Teſts are; Or at leaſt 


bas not any perfett Idea of their full Extent and Nature, 


their grievous Unequal Penalties, and Deſtrufive 
Effects ; Irhought it might at this TunFure be a Ser 
vice not altogether Unacceptable, .to draw up a fair 
Abſtra&t or Compendium of 4! Thoſe Laws ; 
T bat ſo being Beheld at one Intire View, Fudg- 
ment may be the better made of their Benefit or In= 
expediency: To which end, T have added a few 
brief Obſeryations very naturally (as I concetve_) 
Reſulting from the Premiſſes ; And ſo, ſubmit the 
whole to. the Chriſtian Conſideration of all Honeft Un- 


as biaſsd Engliſpmen, 
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An Abſtract 
The Penal Laws, 


Y ON E ſhall Enjoy any Dignity or Office Spiritual or Civil, nor St 
take Orders, nor any Degree of Learning, but he muſt take the 1 
gs Oath; And on Refuſal forfeits ſuch Dignities or Car 
Offices. | 


IL. A. B. Do utterly Teſtify and Declare in my Conſcience, That the [Kings] The 
Highneſs is the only Supream Governour of this Realm, and of all other [Hu] the 
Highneſſes Dominions and Conntries, as well in all Spiritual or Eccleſiaſtical Sup 
Things or Cauſes, «s Temporal. ' And that no Foreign Prince, Prelate, State, 
or Potentate hath, or ought to have any Juriſdiction, Power, Smperioriry, Pre- 
eminence, or Authority Eccleſiaſticalor Spiritual within this Realm ;, And there= 
fore I do utterly Renownce ard forſake all Foreign Fursſdiftions, Powers, Superi- 
orities and Authorities, and do promiſe, That from benceforth I ſhaft bear Faith 
and true Allegiance to the Cenge] m__—_ CHiu) Heirs and Lewful SiC 
ceſſors ;, and ro my Power ſhall Aſſiſt and Defend all Furiſdittions, Priviledges, 
Pre-eminencies, and Authorities granted or belonging to the [_ Kings) Highneſs, 
His Heirs and Sxceeſſors, or United and Annexed tothe Imperial Crown of thes 
Realm, So help me GOD, and by the Contents of this B10k, 


By Speech or Writing to Affirm, Maintain, Promote, or Defend any Fo- 1b; 
reign JuriſdiRion, Spiritual or Eccleſiaſtical, Forfeits for the Firſt Offence, * 
all Goods and Chatrels Real and Perſonal. For the Second, incurrs A 
PREMUNIRE [which by the Stat. 16. Rich, 2. Cap. 5. Imports For- 
feiture of Lards as well as Goods, To be out of the Kings Prote:on, and Imprie 
ſorment.] And the Third Offence, is HIGH TREASON. 


A Miniſter refuſing to Uſe the Common Prayer-Book, or Uſing 4ny ethey 1 
— ” Rite | 


» 
* 


oN | on, (4) 
Tc: ro Rite, (*) Ceremony, or Order in open Prayers or Adminiſtration *of the $:= 
*Þiley here Craments, than what is preſcribed by the Common. Preyer-Book, Forfeits one 
* bret:ifing Tears profit of his Living, and muſt be 1mpreſoned for fix Months. For the 
75 Second Offence, utterly Forfeits bis Living. And for the Third, is to be Ims 


: bed? priſencd daring Life, 
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of the Book, of Common Prayer, or ANT THING therein contained,or any part 
thereof, Forfeits 100 Marks, or fix Months Impriſonment. For the Second 
Offence, 409 Marks, or 12 Months Impriſonment. And for the Third, all 
his Goods and Chatrels, and to be Impriſoned dorirg Life. 


Sei#. Not hearing Common Prayer every Sunday Forfeits Twelye-Pence, beſides 
Cenſures of the' Church. Yr X 


 ,"z ToMaintainor Defend the Autharity of the Biſhop or S?e of Rome, incurrs 
ER 3* .a Premunire. 
| Cap. So to Refuſe the Oath of Supremacy (which every Member of the Commons 
| Houſe is Expreſsly required to take before he enter the Houſe) is alfo a Pre- 
zenire ;, And being once Convidt in either of thoſe Cales, the Second Offence 
or Refuſal is made HIGH TREASON. 


WMA If a Perſon Proſecuted in any Eccleſiaſtical Court, for any matters of He- 

Cap, Ty» or refuſing to have his Child Baptized, or not coming to Church, or 

3 for any Errors in matters of Religion,. be Excommunicated, if taken he muſt 
lye in Priſon ; if he cannot be taken on the Writ De Excommunicato C apiendo, 
a Capias and Proclamation ſhall iſſue ;, and. if the Party do not render himſelf 
within ſix days, he Forfeits 16 {. - And then another Cap:as and Proclamation 
on which he forfeits 20/. And ſo Capias after Capias infinitely, and on every? 
one a forfeitpre of 20/. | 


3 To Reconcile, or be Recanciled to the Church of Zeme, or to obtain ar 
3*- put in uſe any Bull from thence.is #1GH. TREASON. 

a Ee To _ into England or receive any Agnus Dei's, Crofſes, Pictures, &c. 
q from the- Biſhop of Rome, incurrs a Premunire. . 

Aſent to, and Subſcribe the 39 Articles ;. or that ſhall maintain any DoCtrine 
4 contrary to the ſaid Articles, ſhall loſe his Living. 

of 2 To withdraw any Subjedts from the Eſtabliſht Religion, to the Romiſh Re- 
: 3*-ligion, or to be withdrawn or Reconciled is made H1G/7 TREASON, and 
P- Miſpriſion of Treaſon in the Aider or Concealer thereof. 


Saying Maſs forfcits 200. Marks and Im priſoament for one year, and thence 
2 | forwards 


———____.—t —————— __ 


$ezx, To declare or ſpeak any thing in the Derogation, Depraving, or Deſpiſing - 


D 12. Every Prieſt or Miniſter that ſhall not op?nly read and declare his unfeigned- . 


_—_ _ 


_ - 


| G6) 
forwards tilt the 200. Marks be paid; -and' to-hear Maſs 100 Marks, anda 
years Impriſonment. | 4 
Every Perſon above 16 years vld, that forbears coming to Church ons 
Month forfeits 20 1. and beſides ſhall be bound with Sufficient Sureties in- 200 |. 
to be of the Good Behaivour. 
Keeping a School-Maſter that does not: go to Church, forfeits 30 1. per it; 
Month,and the School-Maſter to be Impriſoned a year,and diſabled to Teach. "7 
And arg wa Penalties of this Act, the Spiritual Courts may \ 


proceed againft ſuch Oftenders. . | 


Every Jeſuite, Seminary or other Prieſt, Religious or Ecleſiaſtical Per- Stat. 

ſon, born within the Kings Dominions, and Ordain'd or Profeſſed withont —_— Fe 

the Realm, or within, by any Authority derived from the See of Rome, that | 

ſhall come it: to or remain withinthis Realm,or other his Majeſties Dominions, Cap. 2. ſſ. 

ſhall be ad judged and ſuffer asa7KATTO R, ; + and 4, 
And to Receive, Harbour or Relieve any ſuch Prieſt is FELONY, withous 


Benefit of the Clergy- | 
To ſend Relief :o any. Jeſuit, Prieſt, Colledge, or Seminary beyond the 


Seas, Incurrs a Premunire. -: - 


Aſſurances made by Recuſants in Troſt ſhall bevoid, as to thg forfeitures & +I 
of 201. a month for not coming to Church zand after a man is, once Convict- = tat, 3B. 
ed of that Crime, If he do not without any other Conviction, thence for- GIF. 
wards ( till he Conforms )) pay after the rate of 20 /, per Month intothe Ex- Cap. 6. 


chequer, all his Goods and two parts of his Lands ſhall be ſeized. 


For preventing ſuch great Inconveniences and Perils as might happen.and | 
and ln by the wicked and dangerous Praftices of Seditions Sed ries and Dtat.,z J- 
Diſloyal Perſons, it is Enated, That if any Perſons above Sixteen years of y 
Age, that ſhall forbear coming to Chuch for one Month, ſhaH either move or - In . 
perſwade any other Perſon to abſtain from hearing Divine Service, or receiy- 
ing the Communion according to Law. Or to come toany unlawful Aſſemblies, 
Conventicles or Meetings; every ſuch Perſon ſhall be Impriſoned: without 
Fail until he Conform, and-do-jn ſome Church make this open Submiſſion [- 


following, viz.. 


I A. B. Do humbly Confeſs and Acknowledge, that I have greviouſly offerded 6. 'q -L 
GOD incontemning [_ His ] Majeſties Godly and Lamful Government and Au- T *$ 
thority by abſentins my ſelf from Church, and from hearing Divine Service, he F ans 
contraryto the Godly Laws and Statutes of this Realm : And in uſmng and free of Sub wt - 
quenting diſordered and unlawful Conventicles and Aſſemblies under pretence and [ſi0ms | 
' Colour of Exerciſe of Religion. And I am heartily ſorry for the ſame, andi dd 
acknowledge and teſtify in my Conſcience, That no ather Perſon hath, or ourht ts 
bave any Power or Authority over [_ His ') Majeſty; And 1 do Promife and 
Proteſt without any Diſpenſation, or ary colour or means of any Diſpenſation, That 

| ad: from ,. I 


from benceforth 1 will from time to. time Obey and 


” "t3) - 
i " 


Laws and Statutes in repairing to the Church and Divine Service, and ds my Wt 
ter moſt endeavour to marnitain and defend the fame, | ' 


And if the party do not -Conform 'and make this Submiſſion withia Three 
Months after Convidtion, then being required by any Juſtice of Peace, He or 
She ſhall in po Court ( at the Aſlizes or Seſſions ) Abjure the Realm of Ex- 
gland, and all other the-Kings Dominionszand fo thall depart out of theRealn 
within ſuch time as the Court muedarry Aud by ſuch Abjuration ſhall loſe 
a m_ all Goods and--Chattels for ever, and Lands and Tenements 

uring Lite; : | 

But if ſach Party either Refuſe to Forſwear the Land, er do at any time 
after ſuch Abjuration Return or come into Engin or any of His Majeſties 
Dominions, then he ſhall be Hang'd as a Felon, without Benefit of Clergy. 
. Onely -" married Woman; not any Popiſh Recuſant, is obliged to Abjure 

y this Act, 


Q- Note, That this was the firſt Statute expreſly made after the 
Reformation, againſt Diſſenters ; And being by many Learned Gen- 
tlemen of the Long Robe, oo to be Expired for want of a due 
Continuince ; The Church of Eg/aza, loth to loſe ſuch a pretious 
piece of its Artillery, took care to procure a Statute 16 Cay. 2. 


Cap. 1. whereby the ſame is not only declared to be in full force; 


but purſuant to-that Example, Tranſportation of Diſſenters is de 
Novo ordained, as you will find in its proper place. 


Every Recuſant ſhall be confin*d within Five Miles of his own dwelling, and 
if he go further, forfeits all bis Goods and Chattels ; and likewiſe his Lands 
and Tenements, for his own Life. And thoſe of ſmall Abilities not repairing 

' to ſuch place- as ſhall be appointed for-them, or departing thence, ſhall 


.- ABFURE the Land. Which if they refuſe to do, or come again, then to 


ſuffer DEATH as FELONS, without benefit of Clergy. 


For any to ſend their Child , or any other under ther Tuition or Goyern- 
ment, beyondthe Szas toany Colledge to be inftrufted in the Popiſh Religi- 
on, forfeits 100l. and every Perſon 1o ſent, is diſabled to Inherit or Enjoy 
any Lands, Tenements, or Goods; or to Claim or Sue for any Debts,&c. un- 
leſs he Conform to the Chuch of England. 


Perform I His] Majeſtics 


| 


Keeping or being a School- Maiter in a Recuſants Houſe, or not being duely * 


Licen('d, both forfeit-405. a peice for every day. 


\ 


- A Recuſant, tho coming to Church, yet if. He cr She do not once a year re- 


ceive theSacrament at Church, forteits 20/, the lirſt year; 40). the ſecond year, | 


aud 60!. for every yeat after . 


Every 
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Every Perſon once Convicted ofnor. repairing to DivineSetvice forfeity 
thenceforwards 20/. every Month, untill He gr She Conform. But the Kiag 
may refuſe the 20/. per Month, and inſtead thereof take Two Thirds of all the 
Parties Lands, Leaſes, &c, | 


Any Biſbop in his Diaceſs, or T9. Juſtices, may require any Perſons, a- 
bare Eighteen years ohl, f except Nobles.) t0taks the Qath following, 


1 A.B. Do trucly and ſencerel 'y acknowledge, profeſs teſtify and declare in my Con- 
ſcience before Go and the World ;, That ory LAY Lord King James 15 lawful 
andrightful King of this Realm, of all other Es Me: jfties Dominions and Comme 
tries : And that the Pope neither of bimſelf,, nor by any Authority of the Church 
or See of Rome, or by uny;yther means wath any oper, bath any Power or Aut he- 
rity ro Depoſe the King or to diſpoſe any of. Hi AMajeſtres Kongdoms or Deminions 
or to Authoriſe any forreign Priuce to Invade or anvoy Him, of His Conntries : 
Or th diſcharge any of His Subjeits of therr Allegiance and Obedience to His Ma- 
jeſty ;, *Or to grve Licence or leave to any of them to bear Arms, raiſe Tumult, or 
to offer any violence rt to Hu Majtſties Royal Perſon, State, ur Government, 
or to any of (His A e5-Sab jettswithin His Majeſtzes Dominzons., 

: Hiſa } do ſwear. from my beaxt; that normithi}anding any Declaration, or Scn- 
rence of Excommunication,or Deprivation mad or pr ,ar ta be made or granted 
by the Pape or his Succeſſors; or by any Authority derived, or pretended ay deri- 
ved from hint br his See,' againſt the ſaid King bis Heirs or Suceefſors;Or any Ab- 


felution of the ſaid Subjetts from their Obedience; will. bear Faith ant Trae Altegi= - 


ance ro His Majeſty His Heirs and Succeſſors,and Him & Them will defend to the 
uttermoſt of my Power againſt all Conſpiraces and Attempts what ſoever which ſhall 
be made againſt Hu or Their Perſons, their Crown. and Dignity, by reaſon or 
colour. of any ſuch Sentence or Declaration, or otherwiſe; and wil do my beſt endea- 
evur to diſcloſe and make known unto His HMajrſty His Heirs and Succeſſors, all 
Treafons and Traiterews Conſpiraces which I ſhall kyow, or hear of to be againſt 
Him or any of Them, 

And 1 FA further Swear, that I de ſr 19 my heart Abhor, Deteſt and Abju: e 
as Impious and Hereticalthis damnable Dottrine and Poſition , That Princes which 
be Excommunicated or Deprived by the Poge, may be. Depoſed or Murdered by their 
Swbjetts, .or any other what ſoeveh, 

Ana I bilieve, and in my Conſcience am reſolved, That nexther the Pope, nor 
any other Per ſon whatſoever, bath Power to abſolve me of this Oath, or any part 
thereof , whith I acknowledge bygeood and lawful. Authority tobe lawfully miniſired 
unto me ;, and do renounce all Pardons and Diſpenſations 29. the contrary. 

And theſe things I do plainly and ſincerely Achnowledge and Swear, according 
to theſe expreſs words by me ſpokgn, and according to thelain and common ſence 
and underſtanding of the ſaiie words ; without any Equivocation , or tuent al Re- 
ſervation what ſaever; And 1 do make this Recopnuian and Acknowledgement Heare 
tily, Willingly, and Trucly, upon the true Faith of a Chriſtian ; ſo help me God. 


The-.- 


d 13. 


The Oath 
of Ovedia 
ence, come 
monly cal- 
led, The 
Oath of 
Allegi- 
ancc. 


-Cuſtome, or Uſage whatſoever. --+ 
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To Reconcile any. Subject to the Popr, or See of Rome, or move any to pro- 
miſe obedience to any Authority of the Roman See z Or to'be ſo Reconciled, 
or ſo Promiſe Obedience theteunto,is HIGH TREASON: in both the parties, 


and their Aiders Maintainers, &c. knowing the ſame. 


T welvePence every Sunday for not coming to Church, ſhall be Levied 
by 'diFreſs. on the" Parties Goods. 


Every Perſonthat ſhall Relieye,' Harbour,” Keep, or ſuffer any Perſon in 
his or her Houſe, that ſhall noe repair'to Church once a Month, forfeits 101. 


' per Month z andif ſuch Perſon be kept as a Servartythen the Maſter to forfeit 


201. per Month. 
And the power of Ecleſiaſtical Cenſures is ſtiff reſery'd over and above. 


No Popiſh Recuſant Convitt ſhall come into the Court or Houſe where the. 
King, or Heir apparent to the Crown, ſhall be ('without ſpecial waxrant ) on 
pain of forfeiting 1007. for every Offence. | 


' No Recuſant ſhall pratice the Law, Common or Civil, in any Quality ; nor 
Phyſick,;, Nor be an Apothecary, nor be. Fudge, Clerk, or Steward of any 
Court, nor bear Office or Charge '6litary, nor command in any Ship,Caſtle, 
or Fort ; but be utterly diſabled, and forfeits 100 /. for every Offence. 


No PopiſhRecuſant ConviCt, nor any having a Wife that is a Popiſh Recu- 
ſant, hall at any time exerciſe any publick-Offce or Charge in the Common» 
Wealth, Bur ſhall be utterly diſabled to exerciſe the ſame by himſelf, or his 
Deputy ;, except ſuch Husband himſelf and his Children, ' which ſhall be above 
the Age of Nine Years abiding with him, and his Servants, once every Month 
at the leaſt, repair to ſome Church, and there hear Divine Service ; .And the 
ſaid Husband, and ſach his Children and Servants as are of meet Age, re- 
ceive the Sacrament of the Lords Supper, at ſuch times as are limited by the 
Laws of this Realm. 


Every Married Woman being a Popiſh Recuſant Convict, that ſhall. not 
Conform, and hear Dzv:re Service, and take'the Sacraments within the ſpace 
of. one whole year next before the Death of her Husbend,: ſhall forfeit two 
parts of her Foyntare;ald two parts of her Dower; And altos diſabled tobe 
Executrix, or Adminiftratrix to her ſaid-Husband, or to have or demand zny 
part or portion of-her ſaid late Hysbands Goods or Chartels, by any Law, 
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Every PoPiſh Recuſant Convited, ſhall ſtand and he reputed to all Intents 
and Purpoſes diſabled, as a Perſon lawfully and ducly Excommunicated; And 
whoever ſhall happen ta, be ſued by any ſuch Perſon , may plead ſuch Convi- 


© -#ion, in difablement of the Plantiff, 


Perſons Afarried otherwiſe then in ſome open Chnrch or Chappel, and 
otherwiſe than accotding to the Orders of the Church of England by a Mi- 
niſter lawfully authorized, the 24az ſhall be diſabled to be Tenant by the 
Courteſy of England, And the Woman utterly Excluded not only to claim any 
Dowey, or Foynture, but alſs of her Widdows E ſtate and Frank, Bank, in"any 


$ 11, 


$. 13. 


Widews muſt 
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than the Par- 


ſon loſe 


Cuſtomary Lands, or to have any part of her Husbands Eftate whatſoever ; Feez. 


And for thoſethat have no Lands, Eyery Man Married otherwiſe than by the 
Church of England, forfeits 100, 


' . ARecuſant not having his or her Child Baptized by a lawful Miniſter, agd 
according to the Church of England, within One Month after it is Born, 
forfeits 1004. 


A Recuſant( not Excommunicated) Buried elſewhere than in a Church, or 
Church- Yard, or not according tothe Eccleſiaſtical Laws of this Realm, |his 


or her Executors or Adminiſtrators, or the party that cauſes him or her to 


be ſo Buried, ſhall forfeit 20 /. 


; Children of any Subject ſent to be Educate beyond Seas, ( without Tpeal 
Licence ) ſhall have no Benefit of any Gift, Conveyance, Deſcent or Deviſe, 


of any Lands or Goods, till being of 18. years old they take the Oath of 
Allegiance, and Receive the Sacrament, according to the Church of England, 
And Perſons that ſo ſend their Children, forfeit for every Child 1001. 


Every Recuſant is diſabled to Preſent to any Benefice, with or without Cure, 
Prebend, or any other Eccleſiaſtical Living, or to Collate, or Nominate to any 
Free-School, Hoſpital,or Donativez Or to grant any Avoidance to any Bene- 
fice, Prebend or other Eccleſiaſtical Living. 


Recnſants Convicted are diſabled to he Execntoys or Adminiſtrator» to any 
Perſons, Orto be Guardiansto any Child. | 


To bring from beyond the Seas, or Print, Sell or bny any Popiſh Primmers, ; 


Ladies Pſalters, Manuals, Roſaries, Popiſh Catcchiſms, Mifſals, Breviaries, 
Portals, Legends, and Lives of Saints, containing Superſtious matter, Printed 
or wri:ten in any Linguage whatſoever, or any other Superſtitious Books 
Printed or Written in the E7gliſh Tongue, forfeits 40 5, for every ſuch Book. 


Al Perſons above Eighteen years old, Homen as well as men, ſhall take the Star, - Fm 
Oath of Abegiance (_ betore at large m_ ] on pain of Impriſoament for the Jacob. r. 


16. 


bus 


- 


| Co) 
firſt, and incurring a Premunire for the ſecond Refuſal, except Adarried Wo- 
men, who ſhall be commitredonly to Priſon, there to remain without Bail, 
or Main-priſe, till they will take the faid Oath ., 


Every Perſon Refyſing to take the ſaid Oath, ſhall be diſabled to all Inzents 


Office, or to prattice the Common Law, Phyſicks Surgery, the Art of an 
Apothecary, or any Liberal Science: hs = LS 


Wany Muirried Woman, Convitted for not coming to Church, ſhall - not.. 


within Three Months after ſuch-Convition, Conform, come to Churchz 


and Receive the S:crament, She ſhall be Committed to Preſon, there to- 
remain without Bail or Mzin-priſe, untill fhe do it, unleſs her Husband ſhall 


pay 10/7. per Month, or the third part of all bis Lands and Fenements to the 
King, and ſo long, and 79 longer than he ſo.pays it, may ſh be at Liberty: 


Any Perſon that has been bred, or ſends any Child or other Perſon to be 
bred beyond the Seas.in any Popiſh Univerſity, School, Seminary, or Family; 


Or that ſhall Send or Convey, by any means whatſoever, any Aorey or other 


thing towards the maintainance of any Child, or other Perſon there z or un- 


der thename or colour of any Charity, Benevolence,or Alms, towards the Re- - 


liefof any Abby, Nunnery, Colledge, School, 'or Religious Houſe whatſo- 
ever, ſhall for the ſame be diſabled to bring or maintain, any Suit at Law, or 
in Equity ; or to be capable of any Legacy or Deed of Gift , or to bear any 


Office ; And beſides ſhallabſolutely loſe and forfeit all his Goods andChattels, 


and all his Lands tao, during his own Life, : ; 
Only a perſon ſo ſent, if within ſix Months after his return into England, 


he Conform and Receive. the Sacrament,may avoid theſe Penalties for fo long. 


- as he continues in{uch Conformity, 


Stat: 1 3- 
Cap. 1. 


and 14. 
Car. 2. 
[ Cap .1 


_ meet for 


| No perſaons.ſhall for ever hereafter be choſen into any Magiſtracy or Office 
in any Corporation, that ſhall not within one year next before ſuch EleQion 


have received the Sacrament, according to the Rites of the Church of England, 


and ſhall likewiſe take the Oaths of Supremacy, Allegiance, GC: 


If any Perſon or Perſons who maintain that the taking of an 0th is altoges.. 


theruniawful,. and contrary to the Word of God, ſhall wilfully refuſe .to 


take an Oath, where, by the Laws of the Realm he or ſhe is bound to takethe. _ 


ſame,being dyely tendred ; or ſhall endeavour to perſwade any other Perſons 
to whom any Oath ſhall be lawfully tendred, to refuſe and forbear taking the 


ſame 3 or ſball by Prigting, Writivg or otherwiſe, go about to maintain and. 


defend, that the taking of an Oath inany caſe wharſoever is altogether un- 
hawful ; Or it Five or more of the People called Quakers, ſhall at any time 
Religtows Worſhip ; for every or any of theſe Crimes, _ ſhall forfeit. 
) ſhall be Jmpoſed, not exceeding 54. for the (e- 


"yl Offeace, what 


i 


FA 


Purpoſes, ro execute any publick place of Judicature, or bear any other 


cond . 


oo» 


Fellows, Chaplains, and Tutors in any Colledge, Houſe of Learning, or Hoſ@= &, S. 


| (nn). 
cond not exceeding 191. to be leavied by Diſtreſs and S1le ; and for want of 
Tach Diſtreſs,at Non-payment of the fine within one Week, the party to be 
ſent to the common Goal or Houſe of Corre#:on; for the firſt Offence, Three 
Months ; and for the ſecond, Six Months , there to be kept at hard Labour ; 
and for the third Offence,nuſt ABFURE the Realm,or be TR ANSPORTED. 


- No Peey, or other Perſon, ſhall be capable of ating as Lord Lieutenant. of Stat. 7 
any County, Deputy Lieutenant, Officer, or Soldier, ualefs he firſt rake ang 4.4 
the Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy, &c. | Car. 2.C 


Every Perſon that ſhall be Preſented or put into any Ecclefiaſtic2l Benefice in . 18. 
or Promotion, ſhall in the Church or Chappel thereto belonging, within Stat. 1 
Two Months after he is in actual Poſſeſſion ,thereof, upon ſome Lords Day, and 14. 


openly,publickly and Solemnly &Kead the Morning aud Evening Prayers accord- .*% 
ing to the Book of Common-Prayer z and then openly before the Congregas ons : 
tion, teſtify his approbation thereof; in theſe words and no other ; 0 _ 


J A. B. Do here heclare my ynfeigned Aſſent and Conſent The Cle 
to ALL and EVERY THING contained and preſcribed in and gy.TcR. 
by the Book entituled, The Book of Common-Prayer, and Ad- © +++ 
miniſtration of the Sacraments, and other Rites and Ceremonies of 
the Church, according tothe uſe of the Church of England, Toge- 
ther with the Pfalcer or Pſalms of David, pointed as they are to be 
faid or Sung in Churches, and-the form or manner of making, Or- 
daining, and Conſecrating of Biſhops, Prieſts and Deacons. 


For want of making this Declaration, he hall be abſolutely deprived 1pfo 
Fado of all his Spiritual Promotions , Andothers may be put in, as if he 


were Dead. 
All Deans, Canons, Prebendaries, Maſters, Heads, Profeſſors, Readers, 


pital; And every Parſon, Vicar, Curate, Lecturer, and every other Perſon in 
Holy Orders, and every Schoolmaſter or Teacher of Youth in any ptivate 
Family, muſt at his Admiſſion ſubſcribe this Declaration : 


J A. B. Do declate, That it isnot lawful, upon any pze- 
tence whatſoever, to take Iris againl the King ; and that J * 4,4 
do Abhoz that Traiterous Poſition, of taking Arms by his +, c- 
Authouity againft his Perſon , d2 again(t thoſe that are Com- all Cleror 
miſsionated by Him; AND THAT I WILL CONFORM TO ,,.-* 
THE LITURGY OF THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND, AS cpu. 


IT 1S NOW BY LAW ESTABLISHED. | 


1-0 i2 ) 
Every one failing or refuſing ſo to Sudſcribe, forfeits his Living, Place or 
Office; Anda Schoolmaſter aCting without it, and a Licenſe, ſhall for the 


firſt Offence ſuffer Three Months Impriſoament, and for every ſubſequeng 
Offence, the fame z and alſo forfeit 5 /. tothe King 


£14. None ſhall be capable of any Parſonage, Vicarage» Benefice, or other Ec- 
| -cleſiaſtical Promotion, nor preſame to conſecrate the Sacrament , that has 
' not Epiſcopal Ordination according to the form preſcribed in the Book for 
that purpoſe, unleſs he have formerly been made Prieſt by Epiſcopal Ordina-. 
tion, upon pain of forfeiting 100 /. and not to be admitted into the, Orger .. 
of Prieſt for one whole year following. 


It may perhaps not be improper here to Inſert (tho omitted in. 
our firſt Edition) ſome Clauſes of the AR about Printing ; ſince 
the ſame does at leaſt IndireCtly concern Religion. and many have 
been ſeverely puniſht thereupon for Books and Papers meerly Relis. 
giouz, and no way afteCting the Cawil State, | 


None in England, or any other of his Majcſtjes Dominions,. ſhall preſume 
to Print any Books or Pamphlets, wherein any DoCtrine or Opinion ſhall be 
aſſerted or maintained, which is contrary to the CHRISTIAN FAITH ; 
or the POCTRINE or DISCIPLINE of the Church of England ;, or which 
may tend to the Scandal of the Church, or the Goyernment or Goyernoyvrs 
of- the Church, &c. 


No Books of Divinity, Phyſic, Philoſophy, or whatſoeyer other Art,or 
Science, -ſhall be Printed or Reprinted without being Licens'd by either the 
Arch-Biſhop of Canterbary,or Biſhop of Londor,or one of their Appointments. 
And the Licenſer muſt Teſtify nnder his Hand (which muſt be Printed with 
the Book) That there is not any thing in the ſame contained that js contrary 
to the Chriſtian Faith, or the DOCTRINE or DISCIPLINE of the 
CHURCH OF ENGLAND.. | 


All Perſons Offending, ſhall for the firſt Offence,be Diſenabled from Exerci- 
ſing their Reſpe&ive Trades for Three Years.. And for the ſecond, Shall for 
ever thenceafter be Diſabled to Uſe or Exerciſe Printing or Founding, And 
ſhall 2Ifo have and receive ſuch further Puniſhment by Fine, Impriſenment, or 
other Corporal Puniſhment, not extending to LZrfe or Limb, as the Court ſhall 
Adjudge. | 


Every Veſtry-Man muſt make the like Declaration, not on! 
- That it is not lawful on any pretence to take Arms againſt 
theKing, and that he abhozs that Traiterous Polition, yo 


o—_ | 
(13) 
Arms by his Authozity againſt his-Perſon;o2 thoſe Coin- Ye/-3- 
ng ntedbe him;but alſo,That he will CO the Litur- TE FT's 
gy of the Church of England, asit is now by Law eftabliſht, : 


The AQ of the 35 of Elizabeth before recited, is declared to be ſtill in . 
force, and that it ovght to be pur in dutExecution. a 

Any yore above Sixteen, ,years old, preſent at any Meeting under pre» C. 4. }ſ. 
tence of Exerciſe of Religion, in other manger then is allow'd by the Licurgy 
or praCtice of the Church of Ergland, where. there ſhall be preſcat five Per- ſ. 2. 
ſons or more,above thoſe of the Houſehold, upon proof thereot made, cither —"_ 
by Confeſſiqn of the party, or Oath of witneſs, or notorious evidence of the 
FaCt,the Off:nce ſhall be Recorded under the hands of two Juſtices,or the chief 
Magiſtrate of the place, which ſhall be a perfef# Conviition ,, who thereupon 
may ſend ſuch perſon to Jail, or the Houſe of Correition, for any time not ex- 
ceeding Three Months, unleſs he or ſhe pay down ſo much money ,nos excecd- 
ing 5. asthe ſaid Juſticesor Chief Magiſtrate ſhall impoſe. . 

For the ſecond Offence, Impriſonment, not exceeding Six Months ; unlefs 
.money paid, not execeding-10 /. 


For the Third Offence to be ſent toth2 Goal,or: Houſe of Corretion;thete.  [. 5. 
to remain untill the next Seſſions or Aſſiſes, and then to be Indicted, and be- 
ing thereupon found Guilty, the Court ſhall enter Judgement of Tranſportati- 
on againſt ſuch Offenders, roſome of the forreign Plantations ( FVirgenie and 
pr ne only excepted )) there to remain Seven Years, and Warrants. 
are to iſſueto ſequeſter the profirs of their Lands, or to diſtrain and ſell their 
Goods to defray the Charges of their Tranſportation ; and for want of ſirch -: 
| charges being paid, the Sheriff may contraCt with any Maſter bf a Ship, or 
q - Merchant,to Tranſport them ; and then ſuch Priſoner muſt be a Servant to the 
| Tranſporter or his Aſſigns ( that is, whoever he will ſell him or-ber to for five 
: years» ) But-upon paying . down 1004. the. Tranſportation may be + 
diſcharged. 

If any under ſuch Judgement of Tranſportation, ſhall eſcape, or being 
Tranſported, return into any part of England, they muſt ſuffer DE A T' Me. : 
as. FE LONS without benefit of Clergy. . 


Only a Married Woman ſhall not be Tranſported, unleſs her Husband- be” ſſ-1 
at the ſame time under the like Judgement ; for otherwiſe ſhe ſhall be ſent to 
th:Common Goat, or Houſe of Corre&;on, for ſuch time, not exceeding Twelve . ._ | 
Months, as the Court ſhall think fit 5 unleſs her Husband pay down fo muctr + 
Money not exceeding 401. as they ſhall require... 


aA 


Torefuſe totake an Oath,when ſery'd with proceſs as a witneſs or Jaryman, - ſe 
&c, Or being preſent in Court to refuſe to take any Judicial Oath legally. 
_ teadred, incurs the like Penalty of 7renſportation as atoreſaid. . al 


"* 14 

rtat, i7: *AlPerjons in Holy Orders, or pritended Ho1 Orders, 5 kan ot {le 
fr. 2: Caredtheir Aſemr and Conſent to ie Commeti-Prayer- 7 have oe 0 
Pap: 2. the A8for Uniformicy ; and ſhall got Likewiſe take and ſubſctibe-the follow- 
ing Oath, viz. : | 


. 
Soy 4r go t©ut $ 


be Teſt ex- : ; 

=> Dang da ab- - 
miſtersfrom uthozt- | 
ted 


"_Y 


dtat.22. One Juſtice or chief Mapiftrate ſhall on oath of two Witneſſes, make a Re- 

Ir, 2, cord of a Conventicle where any five Perſons above Sixteen years of Age{(be- 

2. fides thoſe of the ſame Houſehold ) ſhall be Aſſembled for Exerciſe of Religion 

| 4n any other manner then according tothe Litnrgie and praQtice of the Church 

of England ;, which Record ſhall be a ConviCtion, and thereupon a fine of 5 s. 
ſhall be Impoſed upon every Offender ; which muſt be certified 'to the next” 

'Quarter Seſſions : And for the ſecond, and every other Off:nce, 10s. a peice; 
which in caſe of Poverty,may be leayyed on any other Perſons Goods, preſent 
at the ſame Conyenticle. | 

To exceed The Preacher forfeits for the firſt Offence, 207. And 40 1. afrerwards, which 

F, in 121) '412y be leavyed on any of the Hearers.. 

C on. - He or She that ſuffers a Meeting to be in his or her Houſe, Barn, or Yard, 

find Pexce- forfeits 201. which may be likewile leavyed on the Goods of any preſent. 

e” Religious - Provided that :no perſon pay above 104, (*) for any one Mzeting,in re- 
tings to be" gard of the Poverty of any otherPerſoror Perlons, | 

| kr Forfeitures incurr'd by married women, ſhall be leyied 0n their hwbands goods, 

wt pleas | "Nom, 


—_ 
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(159). 


Note there is a<liufe in this Statute. which *tis conceiy'd does folly Afſert 


and Reſerve his Majeſties Kight of diſpenſing with the Execution thereof, and - 


conſequently with other like Caercive Laws concerning Afatters of Religion, by 
yertue of his Eccl:ſiaſtical Supremacy; in theſe words 


pres that neither this Act, oz any thi erin ontained, 
all extend to Jnvalidate, oz avoid Hig 9s Supzema- 


cy in Eccleſiaſtical Aﬀairs ; But that His Majeſty and His 
Yeirs and Succeſſo2s may from time to time, and at all times 
hereafter, exerciſe and enjoy alt Power and Authority in Ec- 
clefiaſtical Afﬀairs, ag fully and as amply as PimſelC o2 any of 
Vis P2edeceſſo2s have ozmight have done the fame'; any thing 
tn this Act notwithſtanding, 


All Perſons ( as well Peers as Commoners) that ſhall be admitted, Entred 
laced or taken into any Office, Civil or Military, or ſhall receive any Pay, 
alary, Fze or Wages, by reafan of any Patent or Grant'from his Majeity, or 

that ſhall have Command or place of Truſt, in England, Wales, Berwick, the 
Iſles of Ferjey os Guernſey z or admitted to any Service or Employment ia his 
Maj:fties Houſchold, ſhall in the next Ferm or next Seſſions, after ſuch ad- 
mirtance, publickly in open'Court take the ſeveral Oaths of Sxpremacy and 


Allegiance before-recited ; and at the ſame time produce a Certificate of his - 
having recelycd.the Sacrament of the Lords Supper, according to the Uſage -. 


of the Church of England, within three months, in ſome publick Church, 
under the hands of the Minifter and Charch-wardens, and make* proof 
thereof by two Credible Witneſſes at leaſt, upon Oath ; and likewiſe ſhall 
then make and ſubſcribe this Declaration following : 


J- A. B. 20 deefare, that I do belfeve, that there is not any 
Tranſudbſtantiation in the Sacrament of the L02ds Dupper, 
o2.in the Elements of Bzead and ine, at oz after the Con- 
 fecration thereof, by any perſon whatſoever: - 


Every one that ſhall refuſe or-neglect td take the faid Oaths, or to + 


receive the Sacrament, or to make the ſaid Declaretion, and yet ſhall afters 
wards execute any of the ſaid Offices or Imploymetfts, ſhall from thence- 
forth bee. diſabled, Firſt, To-ſue or -uſe any Aion, Bill, Plaint or 


Information in Courts of Zaw, or to proſecute any Suit in any Court of 


Equity. Secondly, To be Gzardian of any Chile; or Excentor or Adminiſtrator 


of any perſon. Thirdly, Or to be capable of any Legacy or Deed of Gifs. - 


Foyrthly, To bear any Office; Fifzhly, Shall moxcover Forfeic 508 1. 


If- 


i 


* If any. not bred up from: their tnfancy in the Popifh'Relsgion, ' and bro- 


-_ themſelves ro be Poprſh Recuſarits,; ſhall breed up, i , or ſuffer 
bis fr 


e Parli- 


ntary 
EST. 


Children'to be Inſtructed and Educated in the Popiſy Religion ; ſuch Pa- 
rents ſhall thenceſorth be diſabled to bear any Office or Place 'of Truſt 
or Profit in Charch or State ; 'And all ſuch Children fo educated are alſo 
utterly diſabled of bearing any ſach- Office -or Place, till reconciled: to the 
Church of Englend,: they take the Oaths of Supremacy and Allegiance, and 
the Sacrament. according to' Law, obtaining a Certificate from two Juſtices 
thereof ; And likewiſe ſhall "make and ſign the ſaid Declaration or Tef. 


- For preventing the Increaſe and Danger of Popery, and for the Safety 
of bis Majeſties Koyal Perſon and Gavernement, It js Enatted, That none 
that is or ſhall be a Peey of the Realm, or Member of the Houſe of Peers, 
fh211 vote, or make his Proxy in the Houſe of Peers, or St there during 


any Debate ; 'Nor any that is or ſhall be a Member of the Hoxſe of Com- 


mons, {hall vote or fit ( during any debate) in that Houſe, after theic 
Speaker is choſen, untill they reſpeQtively at the Table, in a full Houſe, 
have taken the Oaths of Swpremzcy and Allegiance, and made, Subſcribed, 
and audibly repeated, this Declaration following. 


J A,B, do ſolemnly in the p2zeſence of God, P2ofeſs, Te- 
ſtify and Declare, That J do Belteve that in the Sacrament 
of the Lozds Supper, there is not any Tranſubſtanttation 
of the Elements of Bzead and Wine into the Body and 


' Blood of Chrift, at oz after the Conſecration thereof by any 


Perſon whatſoever, Ind that the Jnvocation o2 Adozation 
of the Uirgin Mary, oz any other Saint, and the Sacrifice 
of the Wals, as they are now uſed in the Church of Rome, 
are DSuperſtitious and. Jdolatrous. And J do ſolemnly in 
the P2eſence of God, p2ofeſs, teſtify and declare, That.J do 
make this Declaration, and every part thereof, in the plain and 
o2dinary ſenſe of the wozds read unto me, as they are rom- 


-monly underſtood by Engliſh Pzoteftants, without any Eva- 


ſion, Equivocation, 02 tal Reſervation whatſoever ; and 
without any Diſpenſation already granted me fo2 this pur- 


- poſe by the Pope, o2 any other Authozity 02 Perſon what- 


tocbzr, 02 without any hope of any ſuch Diſpenſation from 
any Perſon oz Authozity whatſoever; Ot without thinking 
that ] am; o2 can be'Acquitted e God o2 man. 02 ab- 
ſolved ofthis Declaration, oz any part thereof, altho the Bope, 
02 any other perſon oz perſons, oz Power whatſoever, you 
[ 


- —4 (a7) Py 
diſpenſe with, oz Antull the lame, oz declare that it was 
SE  Ued from the Beginning, - mo 


Every Peer of this Realm, and Member of the Houſe of Peers, and every 
Peer of Scotland or Ireland ( of 21 years of Age or upwards) and every 
Member of the Houſe of Commons that ſha]l nor - have taken the ſaid 
Oath and Teſt,and every Recyſant Convitt, who ſhall come into the King or 
Queens Preſence, 'or where they reſide, ſhall 1. Be adjudged a Popiſh Re- 
cuſant Convict, to all intents, and forfeit and ſuffer as fuch; And 2. Shall 
be Diſabled to hold or Execute any Office or Place of Profit or Truſt, 
Civil or-Military z Or 3ly- To Sit or Vote in either Houſe of Parliament, 
and their Places in the Commons Houſe to be ſupplyed by Writs to be 
Iſned by Warrants from the Speaker for new Ele&ions. 4ly.. Are diſabled 
to maintain any Aion or Suit at Law, or in Equity; Or 5ly. To be 
Guardian to any Child, or Executor or Adminiſtrator. of any Perſon; or 
capable of any -Legacy, or Deed of Gift; And beſides ſhall forfeic for . 
every Offence againſt this AR, the Sum of 500 1. 

And either Houſe may order or cauſe all or apy of its Members, openly 
to take the ſaid Oaths, and ſubſcribe the ſaid Declaration, at ſuch times 
and in ſuch manner as they think fic. 


- u » as ——_—_ Wi— 


Having thus given an impartial Abridgment 
of the Penal Laws about Religion, I ſhall now (in 
diſcharge of my Promiſe in the Introduttion_) 
proceed to offer ſome brief Obſervations thereupon, 


| C - QOBSER- 


AH Pw 


'T Hele, my honeſt Country-men ! are thok LAWS, theſe 

K the /o much celebrated TESTS, and theſe the reſpeQive 
PENALTIES attendant thereon ; Which the Kjng. is gra» 
ciouſly pleaſed to Diſpenſe with at prefent, and deſirous to have- 
(in a Legs! manner) Abrogated for ever ; [That it may not at 
any time hereafter, lie in the Power of an angry Pric#, or 
2 Peeviſb dee , Off, 4 nualitions Nejghbour, or a ggarly Tafor- 
wer, to Jail your Perſons, or Ravage your Goods, mecrly for not 
thinking as they would have you; or for not playing the Hypo- 
erates, both to God and the World, by enforc'd. Compliances, 
that you have always avow'd your Corſciexces could not admit. 


of. 
Talia recitaſſe eſt Confutaſſe, 


The bare Repetition of ſuch Unreaſonable 4#s ſhould (one would 
think) be Reaſon enough to perſuade 4 Repea/ of them ; Eſpecially 
to Proteſtant Dofenrerss who as they are moſt concern'd, as having 
fp mach: already Smaried'by them, muſt be Intoxicated beyond 
the Reclaim of Helebore, If by any /ittle Arts, wild Jealoufies, 
incertain Hopes, or ill Swrmiſes ; They ( in oppoſition to Gods 
wonderfull Providence, their Princes -unexpe&ted Favour, and all 
the Obligations both of Gratitede and Intere#) ſhall ſuffer them» 
ſelves ſo far to-be: Ihweigled, as not to Exert their moſt Sryennors. 


| Endeavours towards flinging away thoſe Rods that have but the 


other day ſo ſevere ly Laſher: them ; And which { if continued ) 
they may juſtly apprehend, will hereafter prove Scorpions both to 
themſelves and their Poſterity. 

- But ſigce there are Eyes ſo weak as cannot without the Aid of 
SPECTACLES read the moſt perſpicuous PRESENT 
Truths, much leſs penetrate into Futarities, eſpectally when ſo 

many 


w# - 


i, SEN ty) 


many MIS TS are induftriouſly rais'd by a JR Party of /elf- 
interefted People to BECLOUD and' miſlead them; Irhought 
it -might not be »»ſceſonable to add a rw NOTES; ' which, 
perhapps, 'may ſomewhat conduce to the better underſtanding 
of 'the whole matter. | | 


E. It cannot be denied but theſe Coercive Statutes about R E L1- 
GION, are formidable for their very Bak, no leſs than T HR EE 
or FOUR'and TVVENT Y in Number, each confiſting of 
variety of xr and Penalties, Now *tis a RuPd Caſe ; 1s 
peſſim4 Republicd plurime Leges ; Phat an Over-grown Multitude 
of "Laws, is « Syneptome of a great Depravation of manners; That 
Body Politick being bat in a Craſee Condition, which has need of 
ſuch frequent Phyſce, Nor can any Church much recommend it 
ſelf, by urging the Need it has of ſ#& Supporters. - 

- But, after ſome Speculative Wits had Di arrgyd the Simplicity of 
the Chriſtian Retion with -nice Diſtin&ions, and ſubtile Defini- 
rrons, and artificial 'Sy//femrs of their own contrivance, it was ſaid 


by wa of Complaint, or Satzy——— [ngenioſs res eſt, Chriftianim 
e ; "is mow become a buſineſs of Wit tobe 'x Chriſtian, So a Man had 


N O W need be a good Layer before he can be a good Sbjct; Ar 
leaft, 'before'he can walk /afely,. without being caught by feme of 
tlieſe many Teyter- Hov#/ ſtuck'up in his way ; For whilſt he In- 
nocently intends nothing, but Truly and'Heartily to- ſerve his God 
and” his Kj»g, he may tmawares, by fome of theſe Statutes, be 
transform'd into a hae 4 , or a Seditious Villain, and _— his 
Life_ or EFate, without. haviog dong any. thing but, what ever 
Holt Cheats folds himſelf Obliged unto, dn fich Ike vecs. 
10s, | ud 3 EA $3 <I*\vI { - " / 44 o RAS 4 —=T p 
IT. Not only the Namber, but the SEVERITY of 24&f* 
Laws, is 'very”Confſiferable :'' How often, do we meet with-New- 
Hang ing, Dravize and, Ouirter, Here's. Bride-welling,* Baniſh« . 
ins - Sdthng br Peg Ss Shy ;* Here's Forfeiring of Laxds, 
Got, Compon' Rights and "all the dtural Privileges of Free-born 
Exel: men; People Convicted in an Arbitrary way, without Trial 
by thikir Peers ';*,'One mah, puni r for, the At'of another. The 
Poot diftraifed PY2>w, nt the' feffitts han, not eſtaping =__ 
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ſeentign as. 


ſuch, an .H 


for their; Continuance , At: 4 JNe when: God. and the Kyng,, 
e Nation, and. that. of every particu, 


GS WY 


Repeal f 


" 11. VVhar's'T HEE ND. of the,numerous-harſh Laws 
rouching Reiigion ? That which they pretend to, is the Sefety of, 
the Kjngy the Public Peace, and Vriformity; But the real Intent 
was, to make arPirs of the Deg that call themſelves the Charch 
of Exglana, Lords of, the, Whales. Whos chereby fecure to them. 
ſelves, firſt. a}l the good &evingg;z,and ext, would afford xo Living, 
at.all,; to any. ther. ditfer from them 3. Lu/er- twiſt tn their. owz In. 
" tereſt; with. that gf. the..Crows.;,;Tho If be but like Tvy, which 
clings .about the: O«k only..to {upport it. /e/f,, and at the fame, 
time ſucks away. the SAP from, the, Tree, ,and makes it Lane 
vere) \Thus,. « Bile no King, was Rrain'd mpch 

a, Laxeos of 


&; at. A poph thegine Vy hoſo- 
% ever 


, ever» would not comply with- their Didtates, was,a Rebe/: In 
their 02ths and Tefts, they would be ſure to hedge in ſomething 
er other tar their. own Intereſt. ———-You ſpall not endeavour any 
Alteration i» CHURCH or State. 
Teft CFhat ſhuts:out the PAPIST] But you muſt 4//o (if you 
will have any Employment) bring a Certificate of your Receiving 
the SACRAMEN:T with the Church of Enzland, [ This de- 
bars- the - honeſt Conſcientious Proteſtant DISSENTERJ] 
So the Church-man engrolles all: And can we blame him for be- 
ing kind to himſelf ? Or expeCt he ſhould not repreſent, under. i 
; Charadfters, whatſoever. tends. to. deprive himſelf 'of ſuch Advan- 


tages ? - | 


I V. But *tis:not-ſo much the Number, the Rizor, nor the ill 
End of theſe Laws, that urges their Repeal, as thew-intrinlick I- 
| vp and Repugnancy: to the Law Divine, and Natural Equity. 
or,- +02 4 

- 1.-Since the Mord of God-is acknowledged to be the ſole Rule 
of Faith, and no Humane Authority ſo highly Empower'd, as to 
.bind up our Aſents to whatſgever Interpretation it {hall pleaſe to 
Propoſe ; It clearly follows,. Thatas, all the Children of Goa, have 
.equal [Intereſt in the Te/tament of their Father, {o no one among 


them has: any_right to Impoſe, a Force. upon. the Judgment of his 


Brothers. = 
-.. 2. If we reflet upon the Difficultzzs we muſt encounter in the 
way to Tr«th, and withal conſider the ſhortneſs of our ſi2ht (for 


'here- we /ce but in part, Veluti per Speculum in /Enigmate, as in 


4 Glaſs: darkly,) there. will be found more reaſon to endeavour the 
mutual 4ſi#arce and Support, than the malicious Ruine and Des 
ſtruit/on of one another. However, (iace all have neither equal 
depth of Natural Judgment, nor the ſame meaſure of Sypernatu= 
ral [lumin:tion (For, the Spirit bloweth where ard how it liſteth) we 
oight- not-to attempt ſo high. a Preſumption;} as to Detpiſe or. Per- 
;ſecute our Brother-for his innocent and blameleſs M:fakes ,. le(t 
we be found ro fieht againſt Ged,- who'is-the free Diſpofer, ofhis 
Gifts.” VVe know, t4e way of Man i not in himſelf, Ter. X. 23. 
But his ſteps are Ruled by the Lord, Prov. xx.24, Therefore did we 
- bear a due reſpeCt to.our Maker, we ſhould be content to, await 
tis good Pleaſure, who has engag'd himſelf by his Apoſile, Phitp. 
B 3 | 
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You- muſt take ſuch.a 4 


- 


” x8) 
4i.t5. Tf any May be otherwiſe minded, God ſhall in time Reveal 
even this unto him, Let-us Therefore entertain ſuch 4» o0xe, who 
proeceds in the Simplicity of his Heart, with 44k, till he become 
able to digeſt frong Meat, 

3. Force is Puniſhment, and conſequently not Fs unleſs the 
Offence be voluntary; but he that believes according to the Evi- 
denceof his own Reaſon, is »eceſ/itated-to that belief ;*and tg.com- 
pel him 2gainft it, wete to drive him to Renounce the moſt effen- 
tial part of Man, his Reaſon. Why ſhould we be commanded To 
try the Spirits, 1 John iv. 1. To prove all things, 1 Theſſ. v. 21. If 
there be not a faculty in the Soul to Fudge for her ſelf ? Why are 
weenjoin'd, To hold fat that which we find beſt, if after our ſerious 
and deliberate El/ccti:», we ſhall be whipt out of our Conſcience 
by Penalties ? To Believe what appears untrue, ſeems impoſſible ; 
To profeſs what we believe untrue, I am ſure is 4amnable, And 
as *tis certain, whoever ſwerves from the diate of his Conſci- 
ence, commits a grievous Six, Rom. xiv. Sol conceive, They that 
endeavour by Force, or the Artifice of Penal! Laws, Tefts, &c. to 
draw any Man to Profeſs or Att contrary to what his Soul believes, 
are as Guilty of the ſame Crime. VVhen you Wound the weak Con- 
_ of your Brethren, yu Sin againſt Chrift. 1 Gore. viil. 12. 

ow dangerouſly then do they expoſe themſelves to the.juſt In- 
dignation of Ged, who by Oaths, Forfeitiires, &c. both drive 
others, and fall themſelves on the Brink of Eternal Perdition ? 
How deſperately do they endeavour to extinguiſh-:he I ight of Na- 
ture, which indiſpenſably Obliges all Men to dra! with :others as 
they "would be dealt with themſelves? * A Light placed in Clear-and 
Candid Sonls, to Shine and Guide them'; but in Black -Ores,' to 
Condemn and Burn 'them. Now who would willingly be JaiPd, 
or Ruir'd, or ſhut out 6f the Government, meerly for 1# Opinion ? 
And if he would not be'ſerved fo, with what Face docs he require 
that others ſhould ? el 
© '4, "Theſe- Laws ate toritrary to [the Nature and'''genertl 
Tendeticy "of. the! Chrifian Religion, - and oppoſit to many plain 
Texts. 'As, 2 Tim. ii. 24. The Servant of the Lord muſt wot Strive, 
but he Gentle unto all men, apt to teach, forbearing, in meckneſs in- 
#ruttrny thofe that ave contrary minded, if God pera:ventare will give 
them Repentince ty the Acknowledging of th: Tyuth, - James iv.' 12. 
. Theize js one Lawgiuer who is able to Save, and to Deſtroy ; who = 
F608 


(23) 
thou-thit Fadgeſt enother ? Or, as*tis to the ſame purport expreſs'd,. 
Rom. xiv, 4. Who art thou that judgeſt another*s Servant ? To his 
oun Maſter he Handeth or falleth; yea, he ſhall be holden up, for 
God is able to make him Stand —L#t every manbe fully perſuaded in his 
own mind, Hysſt thou Faith ? Have it to thy (elf before God; happy 
is he that condemneth not himſelf in that which he allows ; that 1s, 
whoſe Conſcience inwardly acculeth not his outward Profeſſion. 
So 1 Cor. vii. 12. /f any Brother hath a Wife that bilieveth not, 
and She be pleaſed to dwell with him, let him not put her away : 
And the woman that hath an Hiusdand that b:lieveth not, and he be 
pleaſed to dwell- with ber, let her not leave him; but if the unbe- 
lieving depart, let him depart, A Brother or a Sifter is not in Bondage 
in ſuch Caſes; but God hath called us to peace ; for what knoweſt 
thou, O Wife ! whether thou ſhalt Save thy Husband? And what 
knoweſt thou, O Man ! Whether thou ſhalt Save thy Wife * As God 
hath diſtributed to every man, ſo let him walk, What could be 
more efficaciouſly ſaid to oblige Chriſtians in Charity and Meek- 
neſs, to forbear one another, than ſo expreſs an Injunftion of 
fo great an Apoſtle to live peaceably even with an Infidel ? And 
again, 2 Cor. 1. 24, he denies thit even the Apoſtles themſelves 
have Soveraignty over the Conſcience, but only Commiſſions 
to aſſiſt the Conſcientious — Not: that we have* Dominion over- 
gour Faith, but are helpers of your Joy :- Therein exaQly obſerving 
the Orders which Chriſt gave to his Apoſtles, Go and teach ; nor 
force by temporal Penalties, or external Violence ; Azd: if any 
receive yow not , ſhake off the Dutt of your feet, Matth. x, 14. 
pot trample on them as. Duſt under your feet. Conſonant to 
which, our Saviour elſe-where inſtruQts his Diſciples, Math. xxiti; 
9. Be not: called Rabbi, (that is, Maſters in Spiritual matters) for 
one is your Maſter, ey:n Chriſt, and all ye are brethren. To this. 
belongs. the patient forbearipg the T ares, and letting them grow 
rogether with the Wheat, till the time of Harveſt. As alſo that 
admirablePreſident of Mildneſs towards the Samaritans, who re- . 
fuſed to receive even Chriſt himſelf, whereupon the Diſciples- 
James and John would immediately have commanded Fire from 
Heaven to conſume them, as in the days of E//as : But our mer- 
ciful Lord rebuked their uncharitable Zeal, with this ſweet and 
tender Reply, Tou know wot what manner of Spirit you ave of, the 
Son of man ts not come to deſtroy mens. Lives, but to ſave them ;, 
Luke ix. $4. | By. 


(24) : 

By theſe: avd many other evident 'Scriprares, I conteive ir: 
ſufficiently appears, that Perſecvrion for Conſcience is' an unwar- 
rantable Tyranny over the. juſt Priviledges and Liberty of a Chri- 
ſtian; - whoſe: Religion 5 as. it was not at firft Advanc'd inthe 
World by any Methogds of *Humane Force'or. Violence, ſo neither 
- does irneed any ſuch Props to Support or Preſerve.-it. ' And ſince 
in our Law-Books we frequently meet with fuch Maximes as theſe : 
-—Yhat even an Att of Parliament which is ainſt the Law of God or 
Reaſcn, is void. That if a Statute be de faQto made contrary to « 
Fundamental Right either of the Crown or the Subjef#, or opporſice t0 
Natural Equity, it is Null: It muſt follow, That ſo many of theſe 
Laws as are ſo qualif'd, are either already of no force, but Nul- 
fities; ab Tnitio ;-orat leaſt, That*tis the Duty as well as Intereft, of 
every Chriſtian Man, "to wiſh for, and endeavour, in a Regular 


FCourle, their Repeal. 


And therefore I cannot-doubt, but when the particular Perſons 
of whom the Great:Body of this Wiſe and. Generous Nation: is 
compos'd, -ſhallhave conſidered (ſomewhat :more calmly. and deli- 
berately thanitheir own Paſſions, or the falſe Lights held forth be- 
fore them by ſome ſclf-intereſted People, have hitherto. permitted 
them todo) How-much every Law of this nature is againſt the Te- 
nour of the Goſpel, and the very Principles of ighat Sacred. Reli- 
gion which they.all profeſs to own ; How unjuſt; and cruel, in pu- 
niſhing Perſons for not Atting againſt the DiCtates of their Conſci- 
ences ; How deſtructive tothe Trade and well-being of the Nation, 
by oppreſling, diſcouraging, and. driving away the moſt induſtri- 
ous working Hands ; depopulating, and thereby both weakening 
and impoveriſhing our Countrey ; (which is capable, if due me- 
thods of Induſtry were purſued, of imploying Twice the Number 
of People as now we have, and yet not a Beggar be lefr in the King- 
dome) Laſtly; how contradiQory to that Soveraign Rute of Juſtice 
which requires, That no man ſhall do.unto Another, what he would 


| , mot have done to Himſelf, under like Circumſtances: When all this 


I ſay, fhall have impartially been weighed ; Methinks there ſhould 

.not be-found a Magiſtrate,: nay ſcarce a Common SubjeQ, either of 
Subſtance, Senſe, or Conſcience, who will not as poſitively Re- 

zounce the Execution, or being Acceſſary tothe putting in Execu- 
tion any Law of this Nature, as he would the becoming Guilty of 

thoſe deteſtable Sins, Murder or Theft, And ſo much the _—_ 

| cauſe 
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-becauſe many of them are pot only V»ju/f, but Impiows too ; pro. 
 faning the Holy Sacrament, by expoſing it aan Inlet to Secular 
Employments and Deſigns. - 


V. If theſe Laws were ever Juſt and Convenient, 'yet they are 
now become neceſſary to be Aboliſht, by the Revolution of Things 
and Ads of Divine Providence. The Reaſons of making them be- 
ing long fince chang'd and ceaſed , why ſhould the Laws thems 
- ſelves be Contiaued? Since they are now grown Impratticable, 

both in reſpe& of the KING, and of the NAT ION. 

1. In reſpett of the K/zz. Can it be imagined that a Soveraign 
Prince, that has any Zr«/ for that Religion He profeſles, will tame- 
ly ſuffer all thoſe of his ow» Communion, meerly for their being fo, 
tobe Ruined and Undone by the reft of his Subjets ? Our Sove. 
raign happens to be a Roman Catholick ; He cannot exerciſe his 
Religion without ſome Prieſt to Officiate, and yet theſe Laws 
make it TREASON for any ſuch Prieſt to be in Emg/and ; This 
indeed is not to Exclude Him from the Crown, but as much as lies 
in the power of theſe Statutes, to Zxclude Him from Heaven; ſince 
they deny Him thoſe Means, which he Believes are neceſſarily con- 
ducive thereunto. 1f you ſay his Majeſty may. undoubtedly dil- 
penſe with the penalty of the Laws in that particular caſe, I de- 
mand why he has not the ſame general Authority to doit in all 
other like Caſes ? And ifthe Laws of this kind are fit and neceſſary 
to bediſpenſed with, and not Executed, why not tobe Repealed ? 
Why muſt we keep up a parcel of dangerous Edg-toals not ' fit to 
be uled, yet ſuch as if they ſhould ever fall into ſome hands, may 
do much more miſchief to the Nation thanever they did formerly ? 

Again, by theſe Laws, no man muſt fr ve the King in any-capa- 
city, but ſuch as are nor only of a diffirent Religion, but who muſt 
alſo 6r{t publickly Charge and Declare HIS to be guilty of IDOL A- 
TRY ; Nor muſt any, but ſuch as ſhall haveſodectared, come in his 
Majeſties,*or his Royal Conſorts Pr:ſ\nce, or where either of them 
relide ; Can Subjects of any Common Modeſty 'expe&t or delire 
the King ſhould approve of ſuch a Law, or not vigorouſly endea- 
vour its Repeal ? | | 

And indeed,let ſome People talk what they pleaſe of their Loyalty, 
this humour of Mz/d nz a Man in liis Temporal Conternments tor his 


Spiritudl Pexſwaſions, making J-/tice and Equity lacquey after the 
D Ca» 
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Capricio'sof Opinion; and Su zoo "Cho?! Properties upon Vis 
page Notion of Religion, pen moſt Sedirions, Embroiling #nd 
Diſfloyal Principle, for it not only has been,” either the very occafi- 
og, or colourable pretence of-.moſt of the Wars, InſurreQions, 
Rebellions, Blood-ſhed and Miſeries, that have waſted Chriften- 
dome ſor ſeyeral Ages: But being ontt admitted to be /avfa/ agamit 
any SeQ or Party, or to any tho the ſinalleft degree of farfertare, it _ 
may preſently after be ran higher, ard ſo far beyond any Boun- 
daries of ReſpeR, that it has not ſeldom flown in'the face of Ma- 
jeſty it Y ; Of which heis mucha ſtranger to Hiſtory, that can- 
Notgive diverſe Examples; And our'own Memories muſt be very 
treacherous, if we have forgot that many of the ſame Parliament 
Men, who at firſt Sacrificed Civil.Rights for Nonconformity in 
Common Diſſenters, advanc'd afterwards fo far, as to. endeavour 
to deprive Hu, Preſent Majeſty of his undoubted Right to-the Impe- 
rial Crown,. meerly on the ſame -pretehce ; of ſo dangerous a Con- 
Tequence it. is to-Monarchy, to countenance ſuch *DoQtrines or 
Examples in the caſe of the weene# Perſon 1n a Kingdom ; For by 
expoſing As wg for Opinion, the Prince expoſes the 'Conſriences . 
and Rigats of his own Family. to the Church, upon every Altera- 
tion of: Judgment, ' which for ought, he canforeſee, may happen. 

.  Fromall whick Reafons L infer, That theſe Laws are not Pract. 
cable in reſpe& of the K.ING, * 

2.. They arc not PraQtitable if we regard His People : For the 
ſri Execution of them but. for one year, would certainly Raine 
the Nation; for beſides the many Thouſands,” who tho' they can go 

" to Charch, yet dare not.receive. the Sacramert.to qualify. them” tor 
a Place or an Office, whereby they are rendred incapable of Em- 
ployment, and conſequently a Nattonal Charge; Let us but ſup- 
; poſe (and Thope it is but a modeſt ſuppoſal) That there are but 0e 
landed Thouſand Djſſeaters of all ſorts in the Kingdom, of ſuch a 
tender Conlſcience,. as they cannot Comply with, or Joyn in the 
Commoz Litargy, and ſo honeſtly Couragious, as to reſolve to ſuffer 
the laſt Extremities, rather than Commit that' which they (*tis 
no matter whether Trzely or Igaorantly ) verily apprehend to be 
- Sin; "And withal, that they: are Perſons of Competent Fortunes, 
Subſtantial Gentlemen, AQtive Merchants, Induftrious  Teomen, 
Clothiers, or Retailing Traders, ( upon whom at leaſt Five Hyn- 
dre T houſand other meanver People muſt atually depend! for ke 
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now for each of theſe, here is by 


; mplopmient and Lively-hood) now for ea 

* ONE of  thiſe As, no leſs then 20/. a Month, that is 2407. ptr 

Annum , to be lgvied on their Eſtates; which -in the whole (if 

miſcount not ) amounts to Fow azd Twenty Millions of Pounds 
Sterling, in one year. Add to this, the Havock and Spoil made on _ 
their Lazds and Goods, im the Levying and Appraifing. Beſides 
all other Penaltics for Religious Meetings, Fines upon pretended 
Ri«ts, Forfeitures upon Excommunications, or conſtant Rent of 
Caution-money to Doffors Commons; together with the neglett and 
loſs of their Employments, to the ruine of their Dependants, firk- 
ing the value and Rents of Laxas, and decreaſe of the Publique 
7 red: of the Kizgdom, and Ouoney of his Majefties Revenue; 
And that :hs molt part of this Proazgrows Sum, will be ſwallowed 
and devquced by the Rapine of INFORMERS, ( the dregs and 
vileft »+f People, thac contribute nothing but Rzot and Miſchie f to 
the Publique) Orby the diſhonourable Avarice of a few perſons 
that mighr happen tobe io Power or Office 3 nothing conſiderable, 
from 9:1 this .ghty Ruine, accrewing to his Majeſtres Coffers ; But 
Ri!l we may [zy as Eftver, when the Diſſenting YA were by-the 
ill Conacil of a wretched Haman, threatned to be Extirpated, — 
The £»:my could wor countervail the Kjnzs damage, Either 7, 4- 
So that upo? the whole, what we afferred, may reaſonably be be- 
liev'd, That the ex:f7 E xecution of theſe Penal Laws would in ore 
years time, bid fair for the Ruine of the Nation; And if they would 
be ſo horritly dammageful to the Publique in their Execution, why 
ſhou!dany perſon of a Free,Generous, Publique, Chriſtian Spirit,be \ 
for their Contipuance? 


Q 


VI, Eſpecially ſince theſe Coercive Statutes about Religious Ap- 
prehenſions. arc altogerher T/e/:{s and Tgeffeftual to thofe Ends 
for which they pretend to be Delign'd, having never yet ſacceed- 
ed; but on the contrary, have cauſed urpeakable Confuſions to 
the People, and Vait Damazes to the Prince, where-ever they have 
been attempted. As is confirm'd by all Hiſtory ; And the Reaſon 
thereof is obvious in Nature, for when any Perſons are perſecuted 
for their cer Religion, whillt in all other refpefts, they demean 
themſelves as grave innocent m4r4/ men, gyod Neighbours, and 
obedient S:bj-is, every Body that has not diveſted himſelfof all 


good Nature, and ſurrendred his Underſtanding abſolutely Captive 
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to the Bgorrry of ſome; particular, cruel and inhumane Opinion, is-. 
apt to commilerate them, and trom. that Symparhizing with their 
Sufferings, is led to enquire after, and Symbolize With their Sentis . 


ments; which perhaps ptherwiſe he had never_underſtood, or re- . 


garded. Moreover the relying thereon as ſo very neceſſary, ſeems , 
to be a. Calling Gods. W1 : toy .ar.. Power. in queſtion, as not 
fareſceing how, or being «nwiling or unable to ſecure. his Religion 
and Worſhip without h»mane Force ; Which in his Word, he 1s fo 
far from. requiring or allowing to any ſuch End, that he expreſly 
enjoins the Contrary. . And aſſures us that the Wrath of mar 
worketh .not the. Righteouſyeſs of God. . And/*tis to me matter of 
amazement, that any that would bg accounted ſeriouſly Religious, _ 
eſpecially What, own themſelves _—, ſhould, appear men | 
of ſo lictle Conſcience, as to oppoſe an Eſtabliſhment of Liberty 
of Conſcience tor ever, by an Abſolute Removal of all thoſe Lav, . 
Teſts, &c. that Infringe.it. _ | | 


/VIE. But ſince many that would be thought Enemies to all Pey- 

ſecution, and ;aclinable to the. taking. away of the Penal Laws, 
yet ſeem to ſtruggle zealouſly for the continuanceof the TESTS, 
as the only Bulwark .to preſerve. us from. an. Inundation of Popery, 
and conſequently from that- very, Perſecution which we would 
obviate by this,Repeal.; -I muſt crave leave to. re-mind them, 
That the TESTS are a main- part of theſe very Penal Laws ; 


For he that meerly. for holding, .or not renouncing ſuch or ſuch 


a Religious Opinion, ſhall be Debarr'd of thoſe Rights, Priviledges, 
or Advantages which otherwiſe he might pretend to, and Enjoy, 
is .really as much-a Sufferer for Conſcience in kiz4,-tho not in 
Degree, as he .that is aCtually- put to Death for the ſame. And 
by parity of Reaſon, ht oxe may be juſtified as well as the other ; 
For it. once. the maintaining a Tenet in Religion contrary. to the 
Publique Eſtabliſhment, and yet no way againſt the Moral Law, 
ſhall be made matter of Offence, or any. way Criminal, by the 
Civil Lav; where: ſhall we ſtop? Or by what Rules ſhall we limit 
the Pexalty, other. than meer will and pleaſure ? Since thoſe rhat 
ſancy themſelves iz the Right, and have Power to back them, will 
ſeldom, fail to b/actex thoſe they ſay are in the Wrong, with the 
moſt Odious CharaQers and Aggravations. 
By inſiſting on ſuch Methods, we do by Sper, in 
| c cy 
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eff, approve of the Ground of thoſe Rigors for which we have 
* fo. loudly blaniedootbers:! Brie by! an- utret: Renunciation of the 
OY Pronciple, in all its Branches, we:do in ſome reſpect 
Dilarm+Rapiſs, or others, from making uſe of the ſame VVea- 
00s againlt, our ſelves ;, At leaſt, we Thall ſuffer both the more 
hooeftly. and chearfully,: when they cannot juſtly Charge or 
Upbraid, us with; having -purſued the ſame ill Meatures Let us 
not. flatter our: ſelves with hopes of Seexrity and Preſervation from 
Expedients.that we cannot wath a good Conſcience juſtify : Fiat 
Tuſtitia, ruat Mundmxs ; Let us contribute our ſhare to do Equal 
Right to all- our Fellow Subjefts, without dreading any ſuppoſed 
1} Conſequences that may follow, but having faithfully diſcharged 
our ou Duty, fiducially truſt Divine Providence ta Govern the 
World. R 
For if _it be Impoſed upon men' to- worſhip God aſter ſuch a 
manner, or with ſuch Ceremonies, or to make ſuch or ſuch De- 
clarations of their. Opinions, which they pretend at leaſt to fcru- 
ple in their Conſciences, leſt * they ſhould thereby offend-God ; 
- Whether their Conſciences be ſo or not, is only known to 
His Omniſcience ; If they diſſemble, He-will-puniſh their Hypocriſy ; 
If really it be againſt their Conſciences, : where there is »o Six 
.m. the Noncanformity, they. neither. .ought'to- do, nor be Paniſht 
for not doing it ; The matter beivg .meerly Spiritual, the Searcher 
of Hearts can only determine and judge thereof,, and not Man. 
For to believe ſo, or not ſo, is not in the Magiſtrates power 7 
to Enjoin, therefore not to Puniſh, VVe are to leave it. to 
God to perform his own works, who is the moſt skilful Ope- 
rator, and his ways paſt finding out; bringing his own Pur- 
poſes to effet by ſuch means as-beſt pleafeth him, and often 
above our  comprehenfion;. He hath no need of 4» Helper, nor 
is any Eſſence capable of Aſſiſting. him 3_ The, Preſervatioz and 
Reſtanration of the Church, isa work of Divine Power, as well 
as the Edification of it.”, And thoſe.that Impoſe on. Conſciences, 
and wou'd pretend to help God by: that irregular way, to fave 
Souls, or preſerve themſelves, preſume too' much on their own- . 
Conceits, and have too little veneration of his Mord and Om . 
nipotency... 
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"VIII will wo atiedgep That the Impoſingioftheſe TESTS, 


deprives many of their juit' Riyhtsg1a5 particulathy-rhie P'B-ER'S, 
w 


o being born Hereditary-Members of the Kings'Grekr Connect, 
cafinot, I coriceive,, Forfeir that Title; but by ſome offetice which 
z1ſb Forfeits/ both their Honour and their Lives:''>Butthis 1 rhirtk 
I may Avow,”That <cte King by 'the JLaw-bf)Neture, end'the 
Fundamental "Conſtitution of this Realm; *has'a/Right!'to com- 
mand the Service of 41'his Subjetts ; Nor do 1 underſtand how 
he can' by ary I [Law 'be deprived thereof, or - they dif 
:&harged from their 4/revdevce and' Dory; whenever he ſhall ind 

[ jt. neceſſary or expedient to —_— "For ' I obſerve: by! the 
current Uſage of alt Times, and 'confſtant Opinion of our judges, 
That the King has ever been acknowledged to have a_ Power of 
Diſpenſing, by a Chuſe of Non 0:/tante, with any Aﬀ of Par- 


_ Lament meerly prohibitory -of- any thing that is not- -Maldys 


742 fe. . - . —_ , 
Far indeed; 4 contrary: Mathod | (:ecially in Ty! Caſe)! ſeems 
fo imply an Intoad upon the Soveraizn Rights of Monarchy; An 
Engroſsment of ' the Setvice.and Favour of - the Kyng, to a neculiar 
Set or Party } perhaps not''truly comprehending more that: ive 
' Fon#th Part of the Peopte>of his: Dominions ;--A ſetting up the 
MITRE'in'equal'Competitivo with; or rather Superiority ro the 
CROWN : As if Conformity or Nox-Conformity to certain Eccleſia- 
Rtical Dogme's or Ceremonies, were the Stendard and Mealure of the 
(SubjeQts Loyalty,' or their Princes Paternal Favour and Protefzop, 
And what is all this but to Rtreighten and Cramp up the Univerſal 
Txtereſt of the Government, to the' Narrow Dimenſions of a Pin- 
fold? To Out-law more than half the Kings Loyal People, at eve- 
ry Blaſt of the Clergy-mans Horn ? ' And: in fine, to Advance not 
only Deſolating Miſeries at Preſent, but ſow and nouriſhperpecual 
Seeds of Diſcord and FaRtion #» « Srate? Since thoſe that apprehend 
themſelves unjuſtly oppref8*d-and debarr'd of their Native Rights 
and Priviledges in common with their other Fellow-SubjeQs, and 
eſpeciaily agriev*d in the moſt tender part of their Souls , the due 
Worſhip of their God, whereon depends not alone their Comfort in 
this World, but all their hope of a Bliſsful Eternity , will be apt 
(for we find the Beit men have their Blind Sides, and Relrgion does 
not ſtrip us of Natural Afetions)'to be Male-content, Unealie, _ 
ready 


9) © | 
ready'to ſiubdy 4 Meexi (ih which: Zealous Ardourrthey may poſ- 
ſibly-ſtumble on ſanie. Jadir&\ Ges) ta remoy Kg, za "YE 


plant ſuch as they take for their Ewemies : And at the ſame'time our' A 


Prince and Countrey, by (uch-fatal Copdyl,7 may happen, .1n-any 
grand Shock of Fortune, as a Hokeign Wary.or Domeſtick Tuſurres 
tion, to wanr.tho Caanfel and Soryaterof many. of the Ableſt Srapes- 
»es or Braveſt Canimgnaders in tbe \Kioggla, Decah's they are 00s 
way or other Diſabled, and-their Employ ment forbid, unleſs they 
will firſt ſubmittocertaiud R&igiaw SNorionsar Ritugls, which their 

Conſciences neither — ran: comply with. | 
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Touching the danger. of, bengi over-whelm'd with Popery 
upon. a Removal of the Tefs, I have {aid ſomething elſe-where 
['See the Animadverſians 'ay the {ate Lenter $06 Djſſenter.] That his 
Majeſty is content-we.{hall have what juſt Segurity,, the V Viſdom 
o thb-Nation ſhall propoſe, .to allay thole Apprehenligus ;.a0g that 
tis nothing” impoſlible>to find out: Effetual Expedienss lar that 
purpoſe, without iimpoſing-any.Clogs. upogpzMens Conſcieaces. 


\ There-is an-Objection 'which makes a. great Noiſe with ſome 
People, -2#z#:* * That there 4s n6: wrong gene, Roman Carbolicks 
by exeluding-chem* from-alb Places a ÞPreferments, eſpecially 
from all ſhare. in the Legiſlative Power, becaule they fave in 
effe precluded themſelves, by owding a: Foreign Head, to wit, 
the, Pope : But this I think rather to be-a Popelur than, Cogept Ar- 
Sument ;\For that Heaaſhip they. aſcribe to him;rl.take to be only 
1 matters of Faith; and purely Fpiri#44/';, For otherwiſe they ac- 
kitowledge, That this Realm:'!ts;aSoveraign {ydeperdent Kingdom ; 
conſequently that -the Biſhop . of: Roxee has no Civil or Temporal 
- Juriſdiftion here ;' Nordoany Foreign Coarons. or Decrees of .Coun- 
Tils bind here, until received. and: :allawed; by common Afar. 
\And-accordingly we. tind inrthe darkeſt 44yres, many As of Par- 
liament made to-reſtrain the!Encroachments of that Sze ; witnels 
'the Statute of Proviſors, &c. So that.haw, they. ſhould meerly 
for ſpeculative miZatex opinion ,. deſerve to.be; divelted of, or 
abridged from: the/Natural Rraviledges of: freg-born Engliſhmen, 
I am notable at preſent ro-penetrate, mio: At worit, in the Ge- 
-neral' Att tor Settlement of Erbirty of Conſcience, ſufficient Proviſie 
os may be made to prevent any :u1 Conſequences thence pars tO » 
CA UuT3 .. - 
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enſue,; which Talways pre-ſuppoſe; and:take fde. granted," (becaule- 
Frankly offered by lege, eral Diſcourſes on this Subject; 


IX. As the Teſt of:25 Car. 2: tho it ſeems: Levell'd: againſt 
Papiſts, does by that Connexion of having received the Sacrament, 
as well exc{ude-all other! Difſenters. from-any- place. of Profit, 
Honour, 'or Truſt; $So'in the other bf the 30 Cer: 2. it has. been 
ſhrewdly urg'd by a late Writer, Whether 4{ Proteſtants, eſpeci- _ 
ally thoſe of the Church of Englana,' (who grants a Ree/ Preſence. 
in the Sacrament, only declinesto determine the mianner, and who 
delights both to call her Miniſters, Priefs; her Communien Ta- 
ble, : an_Atrar; and prattiſes Bowing towards: it, and Enjoyns Re- 
ceiving' Kyeceling-)* It 'may,*I ſay,” be: a Queſtion, whether a4 
her Sons can ſatisfaQorily 'to-their own Conſciences, take ſuch a 
Teſt as that} wherein they imiuſt folemnly in the Preſence of God 
Teſtifie and Declare, That they do Believe, T bat theres NOT ANT 
TRANSUBSTANTIATION, &c. 'And that the S 4- 
CRIFICEOFTHEMASS, as now uſed in the Church 
of Rome, is IDOLATROVS ; For a man may be far from 
Believing 'Trinſubſtantiation , or thinking the Sacrifice of the 
Maſs warrantable; and'yet ſeruple ro fwear, That there. « not any 


PP ſuch thing as the one, or that the other 4s formally Idolatrow. -- 


Laftly, Penzl Lews of 'afiy kind, for meer matter of Conſcience, 
are a Grievance _ thatall ſorts of Perſwaſions among{t us, have in 
their reſpeCtive 'Turns loudly-Complair'd of, and Condemr'd, [The 
Proteſtants upbraid Papiſts'with theCreelries Ated by Bonner and 
Others, under Queeh'Mary :' And:the Papiſts ſpeak hard of-.their 
Suff:rings under Queen Elizabeth :' Nay, many - Proteſtant Non- 
Conſormiſts, through the over-ſharp ConduCQt uſed (by ſome Peo- 
ples Ioſtigation) towatds the latter end of that Excellewt Princeſs's 

"Reign, ſmarted 'very ſeverely,” (ſome: of them even unto Dearth) - 
who failed not to Remonſtrate againſt ſuch —— | 
- - So when the Charchof England her Self was ina Perſecuted State, 

under the late Vſ@rpers, ſhe appear'd an Advocate for  Toleration 
in oppoſition to all Farce upon Conſcience; Witneſs that Incom- 
parable Treatiſe ; Entituled, T be Ziberty of | Prophec)ing, written 
then by one of ther moſt Learned DoFors, afterwards a' Reveread 
Prelate. Nor can many of her Sons to this very day, for>ear Re. 
= proaching 
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-- prozthing the Presbyterizns, Independents, 8&c. for their Unchri« 
* #tian Rigors againſt Church-men in thoſe times ; whilſt the latter 
cry, If Perſecution were ſuch an Evil in us, why would you imitate us 
therein ? .And {0 they fall to Recr/mtnate for the Severities uſed to- 
wards: Diſfenters for the laſt five and twenty Years.. 

By all which *tis plain, That every Party thinks Rerſecution: for 
Canſcience to be 4 very bad thing, when it happens to be their owx 
caſe to be paſſive in it.; and are all for Ind«/gence and Toleration as 
often as they have zeed of it. Therefore for as much as Providence 
has permitted the Wheel to go round. and every Party has had 
their ſhare, as 1n the Sin of Perſecution, fo likewiſe in Puniſhment 
by it ; and that they all have found by Experience, how irk/ome it is 
to bear: And ſince what has been, my ve, unleſs care be taken to 
prevent Ffes, by removing their Cauſes. 4 his therefore is cer= 
tainly the happy Juniture, to obviate for ever the return of any 
ſuch Miſchiefs, when his Majeſty is graciouſly willing to Eftablifh 
our Religions Freedoms by a Magna Chayta, for us and our Po» 
ſterity: Andat once, put a final Period toall theſe Ruinating Laws, 

which *tis both the common Intereſt of all the Parties, and that of 

TT every oxzeof them in particular, to have taken away and Buried in 
1 perpetual Oblivion. 
| "Tis their common Intereſt. 

| 1. Becauſe theſe Laws have been the continual occaſion, not on» 
ly of publique Broi/s, but private F:#4s, throughout. the Nation, 
giving every ili-natur'd man an opportunity to Srigmatize any of 

is Neighbours with ſome Nick-name of Religion, as a Phanatict, 
a Paprft, a Presbyterian, an Anabaptift, a Whigg, cr the like ; and 
by that means preſenty ruine his Reputation, Trade, Employment, 
-| - Efate, or Perſon. But this Univerſal Liberty rightly Eſtabliſhr, 
Buries all terms of Reproach, or renders them Infighificant ; and 
Difarms the Furiows, and Charms the Exviow, and Muzzles the 
Malicioiss, and reſtrains the Fire and Sword of Bigotted Zealots ; and 
gives Encoragement to the Mode#, and Security to the Innocent, and 
Silences for ever the Jealouſi-s of thoſe that are, or fear to be under 
thelike Oppreſſions or [l|-uſage; and conſequently extirpates thoſe 
Animoſities, that had almoſt Baniſht all Ci Converſation an good 
Neighbourhood out of a Kingdom, which-was heretofore (nzxt to 
the Fame of its Martial Prone/s) moſt Celebrated for its Inhabi- 


tants endearing Kjindn:ſ: tocach other, and generous Hoſpitality. 
E 2. Be» 
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- 2, Becauſe of the publique Civil Advemteyes that thereby will ac. 
crue to all Parties, ſince *tis the only Foor whereon a laſting Flou- 
eiſhing condition of the whole Kingdom can be Eſtabliſht ; in. the 
welfare whereof, every Individual Subje&t is concern'd. © ?Twas 
therefore an Aporhegm worthy of our Royal Matter, He cannot be 4 
TRUE ENG LISH-MAN in his. Heart, who is not for 
LIBERTY oF CONSCIEZNCE. And for my part, if © 
we-muſt have ſome Teſt or other, I wiſh it might be only Thar. 

I will not abuſe the Readers patience ſo far as ro Recapitulate all 
thoſe National Advantages, having pointed at. them already ; As, 
Security to the Government, Encreaſe of. People, of Trade, &- 
But ſhall crave leave of a late Author (no: leſs Judicious than In- 
genious) to recite ſome of his words (with ſome little variation); 
relating to the matter I am now Diſcourling. of. 

This Coercion [in matters purely Rel/giow] s:the'old Difturber 
of States, the Deſtroyer of Properties, the Depopulator of Kznz- 
doms, the Enemy of Humane Nature, of kind Neighboarhood, and) 
of all Conſcientious Religion ; For at beſt, it either makes men but 
Religious hy rote ; which indeed is »o Religion ; or Conformable tor 
Fear or Intere#, which is nothing but baſe Hhpocrrſy; Thatis, The 
worlt ſort of Irreligion. 

Beſides, It ſaps and confonnds the nature of Government, by 
rendering the Meaſures of Loialty, not tobe that Love, Honour and 
Obedience, which all Subjetts are bound to pay to their Prince ; 
but Conformity to the the Clergy, and that mode of Religion which 
happens to be in faſhion: Now this deftroys the true Dependence 
and Obligation in Government, and expoſes the Lives, Libernies, 
and Eſtates of the People to the frequent Revolutions of Re/zgion, 
whereas the ſame ought to ſtand fixed and ſacred upon the common 
and undeniable Principles of Civil and Juſt Government. 

The King is Pater Patrie, our Political Father, and we are all 
his Children, and ſhould be Comforted under the Indulgent Wings 
of his. Juſt Power and Favour. They do ill Offices in the great 
Pamily of the Kingdom, that would excite the: Father to Diſinhe- 
rit his Children; and thoſe Vertuows too, meerly for the ſober Exer- 
eiſe of a'Diſſenting Conſcience, about matters relating to the other 
World. This. is PraCtical and very impolitical Reprobation for 
Speculations ;; and Sacrificing Nature and Morality to the Nicety 
of an Opinion, which perhaps ſome times neither of the Contend- | 

mg 


- Ing Parties truly undeftahd: Nay, this is to Engroſs C2/ar by x 
bo and to Monopolize him trom the reft of his People: A 

Treſpaſs againſt the very Natare and Exd of Government, 

; 3- *Tis undoubtedly the Intereſt of every Exgliſh-man, to pre- 
ſerve the Liberties and Properties of their Fellow Subje&ts, as well 
as their own ; And thoſe darling priviledges were never any way ſo 
much extrenched upon and violated, as by theſe cruel Laws of Per- 
ſecution, for meer Rn And every wiſe man, when he ſces 
his Neighbour (tho differing in Judgment from himſelf ) perſe- 
cuted and deſtroyed, for what ought (at worſt) to be called his 
Miftake, Tather than his Fault (for no mancan Believe againſt his 
Judgment , or take an Oath againſt his Conſcience, without Sin} 
will preſently conſider, That though it be his Neighbours turn 
this Year, it may be his own, or his Childs caſe the next Year, 
or the next Reign; 2nd ſo no nans Life, Liberty, or Property, can 
be ſecure, if ſuch Laws continue, bat only ſuch as haye a Con- 
ſcience fitted for all Changes, and every Religion that is uppermott ; 
and who for that cauſe are as unfit to be 1rFed by their Neigh- 
bours, as by the Government. | 

By theſe and many dther Reaſons that might be enumerated, it 
feems to me very clear, That the removal of all theſe Pex! Laws 
is the true common Intere# of all the ſeveral Parties. 

That the ſame is likewiſe the peculiar Intereſt of exch Party 
conſidered by it ſelf, has been very amply Demonſtrated in that 
excellent Treatiſe, Intituled, GOOD ADVICE, &c. Wheretol 
could never yet either in Print or private Diſcourſe, meet with any 
thing like an Anſwer. 

Indeed, as to the Roman Catholics, *ris undeniable, That they 
both know it to be their Iztereff, and vigorouſly purſue it, by en- 
deayouring to Husband the preſent opportunity of obtaining it, 
under the Aaxſpices of a Prince of their own Communion ; yet to 
prevent any jealous Suſpitions, appear frankly willing, to admit 
all others into the ſame freedom, And withal, to Embrace any Cive 
Fence that may, by the Great Wiſdom of the Nation, be railed for 
fruſtrating all Inrozads that may be attempted to be made thereon, 
by themſelves, or any other party, hereafter. | 

The Prote#ant Di(ſenters, as they have the ſame, and far grea- 
ter Reaſons (Circumſtances conſidered) to join therein, will not, 
] hope, be either leſs mindful of their own peculiar Zntereft,, or 
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behind hand in their Charity to -include others, as well as them- 
felves, and render it perpetual ; For unleſs it be both Univerſal and 
Equal to all Parties, it cannot prudently be-expeed to be Perma- 
went. | | | 
What ſeems moſt difficult,is, To convince the Church. of England, 
(which values it. ſelf as eftabliſht by Law) Thatitis HE R true 
Intere#, as well as that of the other Two, to part with theſe Penal 
Statutes, which ſeem to Corroborate Her, and give her power to 
Cruſb either of them; as ſhe ſhall find an opportunity, for her Ad- 
vantage : But this requiring a /argey Diſcourſe, Tt ſhall ſhortly 
(God willing) endeavour to ſatisfy thoſe Gentlemen(if any further 
A1atisfaCtion be yet needful) in a particular Tract oa that SubjeQ. 
 .F will not run into. that Extravagant Humour of a merry Gentle- 
147, who told me the other day, That the Romanifts had got the 
Powzer ; and the Church-mer, the Law;. and the Diſſenters, the Goſ- 
pel, on their ſide. But this I cannot but ſay, That our Soveraign 
points us out a way to Reconcile all Three, vizt. That the Goſpel 
ſhall have its free Current; The Law no longer be made uſe of to 
ſupport a Fa#ion; And Power be only Exerciſed for a Terror to 
Evil-doers, and a Praiſe to thoſe that do well,*in-the Moral and Poli- 
tical Concernments of Humane Life, and not otherwiſe. 
Therefore upon the whole matter, if it. ſhall appear on 'an 
impartial Survey, That theſe Penal Laws, are in their own Na- 
ture Oppreſſive and Unjuſt, contrary to the Law of God, mif- 
chievous to the Publique welfare of the Kingdom, Contriv'd at 
firſt only to ſerve particular Fattions and: By-Ends ; Condemn'd 
by all fides. in their moſt ſober thoughts ; that js, whenever they 
apprehend it may be their own: turn to Suffer by them ; If they 
tend to Profep:neſs and the Scandal of Chriſtianity, by proftitu- 
ting tle moſt Sacred Ordjnancts, as Qualifications or Inlets to Secu» 
lar Advantages ; If they are not without juſt Scruples and Ex- 
ceptions, as to their Validity, and Imprafticable in their Tendency, 
and Uſeleſs in their Etfe&ts, and that their due Eds may much 
better: be ſupplyed by Teſts and Proviſions purely Civil; then it 
cannot misbecome any, but is both the Intereſt and the Duty of 
every honeſt Engliſh-man to wiſh and heartily Endeavour their 
Aboliihment. And to advance, in their ſtead, ſuch a ſafe and 
hſting Eſtabliſhment for the Freedow of Conſcience, as may tranſ 
mit the Happineſs we at preſent enjoy, to our Poſterity, 
' J 
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* F-ſhall conclude theſe Remarques with an Ifu#riovs Infante, 
That it is nor 1o' ſtrange a _— as. fome ' (none of the be# Sub- 
jets) would ſuggeſt,. for a Rowan Catholique Prince to be ſeriouſly 
againſt impoſing oa Canſcience., and conſtant in-'maintaining 
Indulgence towards Difenters, I mean the Emperour Max:milian 
the Second, (of the Houſe of W a Family as zcalouſly devoted 
to the Church of Rome, 1 think, as mel in the World) of 
whoma Proteſtant Hiſtorian, Henricus Gutberletws, in his Chro» 
nology, gives this following Teſtimony ; Which I ſhall recite 
in his own Words: | | 

&© Cepit Imperare Anno 1564. & Imperavit Annos 12, Princeps 
&«& laudatiſſimus, Pietatis, Pacis & Acquitatis ftudioſiſſimus, in cujus 
&« Ore & Pettore- frequens fuit hoc Symbolum : Deminus Pro- 
& vyidebit ; Proptey Religiomem tot' oprnionibus ac SetFis laceratamac 
* diftrattam-ex animo dolebat, Interim erga Evangelicos equus, 'idquee 
«K.þ HANC RATTONEM, - Qwod non ſolu TINIQUUM 
* ſedetiam; 1 MPIUM judicaree CONSCIENTIISIM- 
«PERARE, quod hoc nihil eſſet aliud quam Cali arcem invadere, 
«Er ſane ipfo fatto hoc comprobevit.- Wow Paſſevichſem Pacificas 
«4 tionem twutatus 'eft, & Auitriace* 'Nobilttati Auguſtine Confeſ+ 
« Gon Dovitrinam Anno 1568. permiſit, Tn Engliſh thus. 

« He came'to the-Empire Anno 1564. ' and-Reigned 12 years, 
&.z Prince deſerving the higheſt praiſe, \moft tudious of Piety, 
<6 Peace, and Equity, who hid often not-only in his Mouth, but 
« in his Heart- thar Motto;-God will provid-. He was ſeriouſly 
a PR that Religion- ſhould be fo torn: and -rent 'to- pieces by 
&« ſuch vartety of Opinions and Sefts; yet ſtill was kind - and 
« favourable towards: the Evangzelicks [or Proteſtants ] and 
« that for T H/S' REASON, becauſe tt+- was in his Fudge- 
«« ment n2t only UNTFUST, but IMPIOVUS, to Command 
«. or Domineer over MensCONSCTENCES, ſince the ſame 
« .was n9 leſs than to Invade the PREROGATIVE. OF 
G HE AFEN; And verily he made good his Words by his 
&« D-eds, For he both Defended: and kept 1nviolate the Pacifica» 
« tion of Paſſaw, And in the Year 1568; permitted the DoQrine 
& of the Confeſſion of 4//prre to the: Gentry of Auſtria, 

May his Majeſty, as he hath happily begun, proceed; not only 
to Imitate , but exceed- both*1n-Length-ef Days, and laſting Re- 
nown, this Great and Good Emperour ; And may all good Subjects 

8 reacil,, 


readily Comply with his Majefty's Gtacious Intentions; That 

God may delight in us, and: fay: as-of old,: Fer. 34, 15. Te have 
dope Right in my, fizht, in proclaiming LIBER T T every man 
to his Neighbovr. Quiod faxit Deus. - 


Poltfer: 

Hough Perſecution has» too generally prevail'd in the World, 
 . yet thege have not been. wanting w/e and good Men,, that 
have in Ancient times given their Suffrages on behalf of Tolerarion 

and lndulzence to thols O 
{ubjoinan Exampleor two.;  » - 
Lafantius, who fourtſhe about the Year of Qur Lord 300. wrote 
a particular Hiſtory of the Death of the Primitive Per/ſecutors; 
lately Tranflated into Ezgifb : And the ſame Father, in his Trea- 
tiſe Intituled Divize Inftitutions, L. x. Cap. 20. has this notable 
Diſcourſe, '*Longe Diverſa ſunt Carnificina of Pietas, Nec poteft aut 
& Veritas cam vi, aut Fuſtitis. cum Crudelitate conjungi. O quam 
© honefts Voluntate, &c. - © Piety and Butchering of Men, are 
« things very different ; Nor can either» Truth A joined with 
& Force, or Righteouſneſs with Cruelty. O with what an honeſt 
* Intention do many- poor People wretchediy miſtake! They are 
& ſenſible that there is nothing. more excellent among Men than 
« RELIGION, and that the ſame ought with their utmoſt 
« endeavours t9 be Defended ; but in the proper kind of its De» 
6 fence, they are deceived ; For Religion is defended not, by Xit- 
« ling, but, Dying ; nor by Fierceneſs, but by Patience'; not by 
« Wickednefs, but Faith ;' tor Thoſe are weapons of ba# Men, but 
« Theſe of the Good. And if you ſhould go about to defend Religi- 
« on with Blood and Tortares,, or { Arts, the ſame will not 
© be Defended, but Defiled and Violated\; There being nothing ſo 
«VOLUNTARY, as RELIGION; in which, if the 
-- he” be Averle, 4t preſently. ceaſes, ard becomes no Religion 

© at all. 5. Tre TY: 

| | B: » Ammianics 


f different Opinions-, Of which I ſhall 
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9 ®  Spmniane Marce i014: us of the. Einperour Yaenrinian hat | 

we he-became Fora by rag eos i« Government, in that 

| * he did not Interpoſe in the-Diverſities of Opinions, ſo-as todi- 
= * ſturb or puniſh any of his People; laying no InjunCtions on their 
» © Belief; Nox with; threatning . Edifts,: .make- his Subjects' bow 
| © their Necks to the Worſhip that himſelf Eſpouſed ; bur left all 
«things in that Kind, in the ſame poſture as he found them: - | 

I could not the other day, Read. without. an: Aﬀeriſm, that . 
Paſſage of Z2g4 Zabo, a Biſhop of Erhiopre, and'Ambaſſa- ada 
dor of Preſter John, recorded by Damienms « Goes, - © It pe reontngy 
| * is (ſays, he). a ſad; thing; that Chriſtian Strangers -- 


* ſhauld beſo harſhly treated like Enemies, as Lhave been here; Tt 
* would be far more convenient to ſupport-all Chriſtians, be-they 
© Grecians, be they Armenians,. beithey Ethiopians, be: they of any 
| * one of the ſeven Chriſtian Churohes, with Charity and Love of 
l * Chriſt; and to permit them to Iiye and Converſe.amongt other 
* Chriſtian Brethren,, without, any Injury, becauſe we be all Chile 

| * dren of 6ne Baptiſm, and do: hold the true Faith» ; And there 1s 
If © no reaſon to Diſpute ſo ſharply touching-Ceremonies, but rather 

- | - © that every one ſhould obſerve and keep his own, without hating 


© or troubling others ; And none to be Excluded out of the Com- 
© merce of the Church, altho being a ſtranger in-other Provinces, 
he keep and obſerve the Cuſtoms of his own Countrey. 

Will not this Diſcourſe from a Moor, make us European Chriſti- 
ans Bluſh? Behold !- a Man come from the utmoſt parts of the 
Earth, to teach us that Moderation and Mutual Forbearance, the 
; praCtice whereof too many of us do not only Neg/e, but wilfully 


Oppyſe. 
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X7 It may poſſibly be expeted, That I ſhould now make ſome 

pology for my ſelf; after having been called a Thouſand times 
Rozue and Papift, and Induſtriouſly Libelld in News-Letters (as 
they call them) throughout the Nation : There are a ſort of little 
People. whole very Religion, is telling of Stories, and their Liveli- 
hood, nothing but S/aurnderand Gofſiping ; But IT am not at leiſure 
to attend their Back-biting Whiſpers, Had I regarded the Barking 
of every Cerberus (Animals with three F-aas, a dogble Tongue, and * 
no Brains) I might long ago have been Deaf. _ : Ever -- 
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